Terry L. Ettinﬁer

From: Emily Menendez

Sent: Frday, March 23, 2018 12:21 PM

To: Terry L. Ettinger

Subject: Re: Plant prop videos/ Hi! (Qops - meant to save not send the first time;-)
Termylll

Thank you so much for getting back to me so quickly, and with so much helpful info! | tried to send you an email on Tuesday, but
I'm not sure if it didn't send because | attached too many pictures or if you didn't receive it. Or maybe you did and you've just
been busy with the million things going on with you! Either way, I'm re-sending the email, so if you did get it by chance already,
please disregard (but also hi again :)

I had forgotten that you made a website for the class; what a fantastic resource! Thanks again for sending me the link (and to
your “grow what you eat” courselll) I'm excited to check both of them out.

And of course you can include my email in your comments in favor of video lectures. | really appreciated the time and effort that
you put into creating such a valuable teaching resource, and | think that it's something many other ESF students would benefit
from if they were incorporated more into the teaching on campus. Fingers crozsed that the other professors will come around to
the idea.

It was so great to hear from you and all of the stuff you are up to! | will forever be upset that | never got to take your *Grow what
you eat” course, but | can't wait to check out your website (I'm sure it's a wealth of knowledge, | can't wait to leam more!l) And of
course, I'm always happy to hear that you have another group of victims... | mean students to teach grafiing and budding to :)
It's great to know that plant prop is going strong, and really- | meant every word | said about your class. AMAZINGI

Lastly, Mick wanted me to pass on his sincerest thanks for sharing your video lectures with him. You are an impressive teacher
and | know he’s going to learn a lot!

| will keep you updated with our experience here on the fam as things start to pick up more in the wamer months. Until then,
here's some pictures of only a few of the many many things going on with us! (Pictures to follow in another email that will
hopefully send this time!)

Very best,
Emily

On Mon, Mar 19, 2018 at 4:40 PM Terry L. Ettinger <tlettingeri@esf edu> wrote:
Emily.

WOW, what a way to end the day - it is SO0000000000 good to hear from you, and vour too kind words

student say that they have made a difference, however small. in their lives after graduation. Your thoughts
literally just made the many, many, many evening, weekend, holiday hours I've spent putting those videos
together COMPLETELY worth the effort:-)

It is a long story, but vour request could not have come at a more pivotal time. Several of us here at ESF that
have incorporated video "lectures” info our classes are trying fo convince, cajole and otherwise encourage and
support those faculty that are not vet convinced that anything but tradifional "sage on the stage” lectures can be
an effective teaching/learning strategy. In fact. I've been working on and off over the past several weeks on a
rebuttal to a discussion at an EFB faculty meeting where the ultimate vote was overwhelmingly to maintain the
status quo of traditional lectures as the primary teaching strategy. If vou wouldn't mind, I would really like to
include vour email as part of my comments - may I?




Also, with Tim Toland's help (he's a Landscape Architecture faculty member at ESF). I just conducted a mid-
semester "formative” evaluation of the plant propagation class - essentially asking the sixteen students in the
class what is working for them, what is not working for them, and what thev suggest I do to make the class
better over the rest of the semester. I've attached the summary for your review, too;-)

Meanwhile . . .. ... .. speaking of the plant prop videos, vou are always welcome to them - and pass along to
whomewver you feel might benefit from them:-) In fact, they're now imbedded in an increasingly extensive
website that ['ve been building out since the first of the year for the class (the link is below). I will continue to

update the website as long as I'm teaching the course, so feel free to refer back to it as needed in the fuiure.

http:/www.esf edu/efb/ettinger/plantprop/index. htm

And wait. there's more . .. . .

As a bonus for your kind words, below is a link to my "Grow What You Eat" course website! It's not as built
out as the Plant Propagation course site - but I'll be adding a lot more over the coming summer in preparation
for teaching the class for the third time this coming fall.

Well, that's just about a wrap from here in Central New York. Just two more things . . . ..

First. we've just started the section on grafting and budding in the Plant Propagation class. So, I'll be heading to
the store this week to buy a couple of cases of bandaids, sutures, etc. justincase......-)

Also, it seems I remember asking for pictures of your experience? Don't forget;-)
Emily, thank vou, again for vour kind words - thev really do mean a lot to me. Enjov the videos!

Best wishes to vou and Nick - always!

Terry

Terry L. Eftinger
Greenhouse Manager

tlettinger@esf edu
Phone: 315-470-6772
Fax: 315-470-6934

Department of Environmental and Forest Biology
SUNY-College of Environmental Science & Forestry
529 Ilick Hall

Svracuse, New York 13210

From: Emily Menendez i
Sent: Monday, March 19, 2018 5:06 PM
To: Terry L. Ettinger

Subject: Plant prop videos/ Hi!



Hi Terry,
Hope you are well and enjoving the spring semester!

Today marks the start of mine and Nicks fourth week here in Firebaugh, CA working at Lone Willow Ranch.
The farm 1s awesome!! Lots of challenges. fun new experiences, and fons of delicious food. We are confinuing
to learn more and more about how an organic farming operation works, all of the planning and preparation that
goes into a growing season/maintaining a vearly operation, and how biodynamics fits into evervthing. It has
been a crazy month and things are only getting busier as we head into the summer!

Since we have been here though, I have gained a whole new appreciation for vour plant propagation class.
While I have enjoyed being able to try my own plant prop experiments at home since taking the class, it has
been extremely satisfying to start applyving those skills towards my career. You taught vs SO MANTY things
that I use every day here at the farm, from different wavs to get seed to germinate/how to read and understand
seed labels/different soil media types and their nses/how to propagate different plants with various techniques/
the list goes on and on! It has really been satisfying to start working here while already having a firm
understanding of greenhouse production/plant propagation from vour class, and for that I am extremely
grateful.

Meedless to say, I have been speaking very highly of our course since I have been able to put those skills to use
on the farm. That being said, Nick has been having difficulty understanding the basics of why we do what we
do here, and although I have been able to explain some of the principles/technigques to him. I feel like he would
really benefit from getting to watch some of your video lectures. If at all possible, I was wondering if you
could somehow forward/give me access to some of vour video lectures from the plant prop class so that Nick
could take a look at them/T could get a refresher? I know both of us would really appreciate it. But also [
understand that it’s your property and course confent isn’t always able to be give out, so I totally understand if
my request 15 foo much. Or if you have any external sources to share, we are always trying to learn more!
Okay sorry for rambling so much ;) Looking forward to hearing from vou soon, and once again [ hope all is
well at the ESF greenhouses!

Very best,
Emily
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